Wineskin Thinking
Mark 2:22
22And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new bottles.
Luke 5:37-39

37And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish.
38But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved.
39No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.

Back in Bible days wine was stored in wineskins which were soft and pliable. Over time they would harden and become brittle. They would not expand. New wine would ferment and cause the wineskins to burst open spilling the wine. Jesus was saying that new wine had to be placed in new wineskins which would expand. 
What can we learn about our thinking from these wineskins? How can we get rid of this old wineskin mentality? 

Expansion is Necessary  
Just like the new wineskins need to expand to accommodate the new wine, so our minds need to expand to allow God to fill them with all He has for us. You can’t have an expanding vision with limited thinking. 
“A man once walked through a very prosperous neighbourhood just to see the large splendid houses with their spacious gardens, swimming pools and collection of expensive cars in the driveway. As he looked he commented to his wife that he could never imagine living in such luxury. As soon as he spoke he heard a voice in his head tell him that if he couldn’t see it on the inside he would never see it on the outside. The man realised that his own thoughts were limiting him.”

It is the same way with us. We need to conceive on the inside before we see on the outside. Just like a baby will never be seen on the outside unless it is first conceived on the inside. The barrier to most of our problems is in our thinking, not our circumstances. 
The first step we need to take is to enlarge our vision. We need to look at things through the eyes of faith and not the eyes of circumstance. 

“As a little girl growing up in America in the 1970s Tara Holland dreamed of becoming Miss America. She came second in the Miss Florida competition for two successive years. She did not let those disappointments stop her. She watched many videos of Miss World and Miss Universes competitions to inspire her. She kept picturing herself receiving that crown. She moved to Kansas and won the Miss Kansas competition in 1997. Later that same year she became Miss America. When asked why she didn’t give up she commented on watching all of those videos and saw herself winning – she saw herself as Miss America many years before she won the title.”
When the inside changes, the outside will have to change. Tara Holland had to change seeing herself as second best and becoming first best. 
We need to stop seeing ourselves as failures, stop seeing ourselves as losers, stop seeing ourselves as defeated, and start seeing ourselves being victorious in whatever we do. We have to reprogram our mind to expect good things to come our way. 

We need to stop looking at the impossible and start looking at the possible. We need to stop thinking thoughts like I can’t see how my marriage can be restored or I can’t see how my job prospects will improve or I can’t see where our answer is going to come from. No, we need to start thinking success and seeing ourselves succeed. 

We need to think BIG. 

“A famous golfer was invited by a King from Saudi Arabia to play golf. A private jet was sent and for a week this golfer lived in a palace playing golf every day with this king. As he was about to leave the king asked what he could buy the golfer as a gift for his kindness. The golfer was overjoyed with the experience but the king insisted. The golfer said that he collected golf clubs and asked the king to buy him one. On the plane home the golfer wondered if his new golf club would be made of solid gold, or encrusted with precious jewels, or would be the first golf club ever used in a tournament. The king of Saudi Arabia could easily afford it. Weeks went by and the golfer didn’t receive his club. One day he received a letter from the king of Saudi Arabia – inside were the title deeds to a 500 acre golf club.”           
How BIG can you THINK? 
Small Thinking Gives Small Results

“Back in the 1800s a man wanted to travel from England to the USA. He worked hard and saved every penny he could to buy his ticket for the voyage by a large transatlantic liner. He spent his last few pennies buying bread and cheese. Every mealtime this man would sit on deck eating a small piece of bread and some cheese whilst the other passengers would sit in the luxurious dining room eating their five-course meals. He would overhear their stories of how much they had eaten while he was near starving. After a few days one passenger noticed the lonely man and asked why he never ate in the dining room. Embarrassingly, the man said that he could not afford to eat in the dining room. The other passenger told him that all meals were included in the price.”
Many Christians are missing out on God’s best because they think that they have all they can have. The truth is that we can have so much more. We can have as much as we think we can have! We read in Ephesians 3:20
20Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

God can do more than we think. The problem is that we think God has done all He can! And so we settle for ‘our lot in life’.
You might be living in poverty now, but don’t let poverty live in you. 

In 2 Samuel 9 we read that Mephibosheth was living in Lo-debar but the truth is Lo-debar was living in Mephibosheth. 

Doing a New Thing
We need to break off the limitations of the past. The limitations that other people put on you will prevent you from going further. 

“For many years experts said that it was impossible for a man to run a mile in less than four minutes. It seemed that they were right as years had passed and nobody had broken the four-minute-mile-barrier. A young Englishman did not agree with the experts and ran many one mile races but all of them were over four minutes. But on May 6 1954 in Oxford, Roger Bannister ran a mile in 3 minutes 59.4 seconds. He was the first man ever to run a sub-four-minute-mile. What experts said could not be done had been done. A new thing had been done. This new world record was broken just 46 days later by Australian John Landy. Since then thousands of runners have ran a mile in under four minutes. Why? Because the impossible had become possible.”   

The battle over the four-minute-mile was firstly a mental battle; it was a battle that had to be won in the mind before it could be won in the body. 
Roger Bannister said, "The man who can drive himself further once the effort gets painful is the man who will win."   
You will never go beyond the limitations of your own mind. That is what the Bible refers to as a stronghold. A stronghold is a pattern of thinking that prevents a victory. That is why to get the victory we need to renew our thinking. 
Roger Bannister set a new pattern of thinking in the minds of other athletes. When they knew a mile could be run in under four minutes, they thought they could do it and have being doing it ever since. 

What thinking has been holding you back for years? 

What have you been told you can’t do? 

Philippians 4:13 tells us:
13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
All things means all things – don’t limit that to just physical things. We can change our thinking which will lead us into victory in all things.  

The Old is Not Necessarily Better

Old matured wine was preferred, not new wine. This speaks about change. There are many people who will not change – they are set in their ways. In other words their thinking can’t expand to accommodate the new. 
“But we’ve always done it this way” is their cry. 
Ecclesiastes 1:11 tells us not to say that the former days were better. 
11There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after.

In Luke 9:62 Jesus told us in not to keep looking back:
62And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.
What we keep hold of can keep us from going forward, from reaching new heights.

“A huge hot air balloon was loaded with valuable and irreplaceable equipment by a nineteenth-century explorer and his team before they went floating over the jungles of Africa. Shortly into their journey the local tribesmen started to shoot arrows at the balloon. One arrow pierced the balloon which slowly began to descend. Certain death awaited them. Items they had considered valuable and irreplaceable just minutes earlier were being jettisoned from the balloon until they gained altitude and floated away to safety.”

If these articles had been kept hold of the explorers would have died. 

Unless we let go of our old limited wineskin way of thinking we will not be able to fill our minds with the new wine of new thinking. 

We will be limiting God from doing a new thing in our lives unless we change our thinking.    
