Sharing Your Testimony Effectively
What is a Testimony?

· The word testimony is from the Greek word marturion which tells a speaker’s personal experience. 

· It is similar to the Greek word martus which is where we get our English word martyr from. 

· The Greek word martureo means to be a witness.

· The Latin word for testimony is testimonium. 

· Your testimony is your story about how you became a Christian and what God has done since your salvation.

· It is personal to you - no two testimonies are the same.

· There is no such thing as a boring testimony - only a boring speaker!
· Don’t be ashamed of your testimony especially if it is not dramatic – most people don’t have dramatic testimonies.

· Testimonies are powerful weapons which God can use to bring others to salvation.

What the Bible has to Say

· We can learn a lot about our testimony from the Apostle Paul’s testimony in Acts 26.
· His testimony (and ours) is split into three parts: 
· pre-conversion, conversion and post-conversion. 

· Excluding interruptions it will take you about three minutes to read it. 

Vv. 1-3
Introduction

Vv. 4-11
Pre-conversion

Vv. 12-18
Conversion

Vv. 19-29
Post-conversion and interruptions (v. 24 and v. 28). Paul did not get a chance to finish his testimony/ 

Vv. 30-32
Post testimony discussion

· If the Apostle Paul can summarise his testimony in three minutes then I am sure we can. 
How to Use Your Testimony Effectively

1. Firstly, know what you want to say and how you want to say it – pray before you start.
a. Write down everything you want to say and then piece it together. 

b. Make sure it makes sense chronologically

i. people want to be able to follow your story not wonder if you are in the present, past or future!
ii. It is no good starting in the present, then 10 years in the past, then 5 years in the past – that just causes confusion. 

c. Avoid needless detail – it doesn’t matter if it was a sunny day or if you had just watered the plants!

2. When you have written everything down read it out loud to yourself to see if it makes sense.
a. Maybe you could record it and play it back. 

b. Make sure it comprises pre-conversion, conversion and post-conversion. 

c. Make sure you have a proper end to your story – many people don’t.

3. When you are happy with what you have ask a trusted friend to listen to it and offer constructive criticism. 

a. Take on board what they say – remember that they are trying to help you. 

b. Amend it and check that it lasts about 3 minutes. 

4. When your testimony is finally completed learn it.

a. When you speak you need to engage with your audience.

b. People don’t want to see the top of your head while you spend 3 minutes reading from a piece of paper!

Sharing Your Testimony

1. Pray first. 

2. If you are not used to sharing in public try to relax first.

3. Know your audience and be able to adapt your testimony to suit your listeners.

a. What might be suitable at a youth group might not be suitable for the elderly.

4. Don’t worry if you miss something out - have the attitude that if you forgot to say something the people listening didn’t need to hear it.
5. It doesn’t matter if you speak for less than 3 minutes - at an open air meeting people don’t stand forever so three minutes or less is a good time to share your story. 
6. At a crusade the testimony is not the main message.

a. Remember that you have been asked to share your testimony for about 3 minutes not 45 minutes!

b. I have had to cut my message short because people have spent too long sharing their testimony.  

What You Shouldn’t Do
1. Don’t speak for longer than you have been asked.

2. I was at a youth rally when a more mature man gave his testimony.

a. After 20 minutes the youths had left, the Christians were getting bored but still he spoke. 
b. So watch for signs of boredom - yawning, stretching, looking at watches – that is a sign that you have been speaking for far too long.

3. Don’t dwell on your past life too long unless that is what you have been asked to do – this will usually be when you are the main speaker and have a dramatic testimony.
4. Avoid Christian jargon such as I was washed by the blood or I went to the foot of the cross etc. 

5. If your testimony is part of a meeting then don’t preach or give an altar call at the end of your testimony - that is someone else’s job. 

And Finally…
· There is no substitute for experience so go and prepare your testimony and share it with the world. 

