Moaners and Groaners
9Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 
10Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 
11Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
1 Corinthians 10:9-11

4¶ And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way.
5And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.
6And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.
7Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people.
8And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.
9And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
Numbers 21:4-9

Background

· For forty years the Israelites had been wandering around the wilderness because of their sin – because of their complaining.
· Now, forty years later they were still complaining!

· They still had to go on a detour – and we all know how frustrating detours can be!
· Every holiday when you plan to drive somewhere, miraculously the kids aren’t fighting and then you see the roads are full of cones – detours and delays get you frustrated.

· Do we moan and groan? 
· Yes, usually – we are no different to those Israelites.

· We blame everybody – the council, the road-workers, the government – but never ourselves for not checking the travel information!

· The Israelites were blaming Moses and God for their situation, not themselves for sinning against God. 
· God had constantly provided for them for 40 years – providing them with bread and water. 
· But that wasn’t good enough.

· It’s a bit like children who say they have nothing to do but have a room full of toys!

· If bread from heaven would not satisfy their hunger - nothing would.
· If miracle water would not quench their thirst - nothing would.

The Effect of their Sinful Words (verse 6)
· The Bible says that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).
· This was literally what happened to the Israelites.

· Their mouths had sinned against God.

· Now the mouths of snakes would bite into them. 

· Their poisonous words were returning to them as real poison!

· But why did God send snakes?

· He didn’t – they were already in the wilderness (see Deuteronomy 8:15).
· The truth is that their negative words had allowed the snakes to attack them. Their negative words had broken down the hedge of protection that God had put round them the past 40 years!
8He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him.
11Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and a babbler is no better.
12¶ The words of a wise man's mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself.
13The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is mischievous madness.

Ecclesiastes 10:8, 11-13
· People began to die. Sin will always cause death.

· The fiery serpent of the KJV (in Hebrew seraph means burning with fire).  
· Maybe the word fiery is used because of the effects of the snakebite – the bite area becoming red and inflamed causing a fever and an unquenchable thirst.

· They had just complained about the water – now no amount of water would quench their thirst!

· The serpents that were killing them would be a reminder of the serpent in the Garden of Eden that first tempted Eve to sin.

· The devil is referred to as a serpent in Revelation 12:9 and 20:2.

· Adam and Eve’s walk with God were affected by the serpent.

· Now the Israelites’ walk with God was affected – the snakes biting their feet and ankles causing them to stumble and fall.

· Sin will always cause us to stumble and fall! 

· The guilt of their sin was now throbbing in their hearts just as the poison was throbbing in their bodies.
· Serpents are not the most deadly creature to humans – but what is?
· Sharks killed 16 people in 2000, 1 person in 2002, 7 people in 2004, 60 people in 2008, 61 people in 2009

· Crocodiles kill several hundred people each year

· Snake deaths 
· India 11,000+ 



· SE Asia 3,000+

· South America 2,000

· Africa 1,000

· USA 12




· Europe 3


· Australia 2

· The smallest of creatures is the deadliest.

· Malaria killed an estimated 863,000 deaths in 2008 according to WHO

· Mosquito related deaths are over 2 million each year

· Sin is a bit like that.

· We think that the big sins (murder, robbery, rape etc.) are the most serious.

· But it is usually the small sins that trip us up. 

· The Book of James tells us that sin is sin – if you are guilty of one you are guilty of all. 

The Antidote for Sin (verse 7)
· It is only after sin bites and takes its toll that we recognise our need of help.
· The Israelites came to God to repent – they knew they had sinned.

· They did not try to run away from Him as Adam and Eve had done.

· They recognised they could not help themselves.
· Likewise, we can do nothing about the problem of sin in our lives except come to God and repent – ask for His forgiveness and receive it.

The Cure (verses 8 & 9)

· The people admitted their need of help – their need of a cure.
· They were dying and could not save themselves.

· Looking at a brass snake would not have been easy with snakes all around.

· They would be looking to avoid snakes biting them.

· They would have been treating themselves and others.

· They were trying to save themselves but couldn’t.

· Sin is a disease from which many people are trying to heal themselves but can’t.

· They try drugs, sex, alcohol, religion, good works etc.

· God’s answer to the Israelites seemed strange – make a snake and wrap it round a pole!

· Snakes were the problem – how could a snake be the cure?

· The first time Moses held a snake was at the burning bush (Exodus 4) – he held it by the tail – an act of faith.

· Then in Pharaoh’s court Moses and Aaron threw down the rod which became a serpent.

· Yes, the Egyptian sorcerers did too – but Moses’ rod ate theirs!

· What was killing them, they now had to look at!

· Please understand that the Israelites were not healed because of the image of the statue – it had no power of its own.

· The power of salvation was not in the image of the snake but in God.

· The image of the snake was only a means of pointing the people to God. 

The Real Saviour – Jesus (verse 9)

· The real importance of this event is made clear in John 3.14-15
14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 
15That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
· Jesus related what happened in the wilderness and the snake being lifted up to His own life and Him being lifted up on the cross. 
· Looking at the serpent was the only thing necessary to get healed.
· Whoever tried to help themselves would die because they would be looking at themselves and not the image of the serpent.

· Likewise, we can not do anything about sin without Jesus. 
· Whoever looked at this healing ‘snake-symbol’, even if they were nearly dead would be healed.

· Likewise whoever believes in Jesus, even if they call upon Him upon their deathbed, will be saved.

· Jesus said in John 12:32-33 
32And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
33This he said, signifying what death he should die.
· It is on the cross that Jesus suffered and died so that we can be healed and live.
· To look upon the work of Jesus on the cross is to live. 

· The cross is like a mirror which highlights our own sin and our need of a Saviour.

· Jesus is the only cure for sin.

Summary

· It didn’t matter how many times they had been bitten – healing was theirs.

· There was no other way to get healed – no ointment or medicine – only looking. 

· It doesn’t matter how sick you are – healing is yours in Jesus. 

· It doesn’t matter how much you have sinned – forgiveness is yours in Jesus. 

· Sin has poisoned us all but if we look to Jesus with faith in our hearts we will live. 

· The results of their sin and ours were dealt with by Jesus on the cross.

22Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else. 

Isaiah 45:22

· When we repent of our wrong words, we can live the victorious life that Jesus died to give us. Amen.  
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