The Strength of your Loving 
Can be Measured by the Strength of Your Giving

Mark 12:30 records Jesus words, “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment”. 


Jesus was quoting Deuteronomy 6:5 but He added, “and with all thy strength…” Why, what is the significance of this little phrase? It might not seem much to us, but to the Jewish mind, it would have meant a great deal. 


Whilst the New Testament is recorded for us in Greek, it must be remembered that Greek was not the language spoken on a daily basis by the Jews. When Jesus was speaking in Mark 12:30 He had been speaking to Jews: to the Sadducees about the resurrection (Mark 12:18-27) and now to a scribe (Mark 12:28). It is evident that the language spoken would have been Hebrew. 


Nevertheless, it is important to look at the Greek word translated strength in Mark 12:30. The word is ischus (Strong’s 2479) and means ability, might, power and strength. The word ability in Greek means to have, to hold.  


One Hebrew word for strength was hayil (Strong’s 2428) and might have been the actual Hebrew word spoken in our text. This word hayil, means strength, power, wealth, property, influence and is used many times in the Old Testament being translated wealth, riches, substance or goods. 

So, to a Jewish mind strength was often related to wealth and vice-versa. For example, in Deuteronomy 8:18 we read, “But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth (hayil 2428), that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day”.

In Proverbs 18:11, “The rich man’s wealth is his strong city…” Here we can see the relationship between wealth and strength. This verse is saying that his city is strong because of his wealth. Today we might say something like, “A strong business is a wealthy business”. 

In Psalm 52:7 we read, “Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness” This verse is likening strength in God with strength in riches but saying that the strength of riches is nothing compared to the strength of God. 

So, I believe we can look at Jesus’ statement in Mark 12:30 as, “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy wealth: this is the first commandment”.  We can rephrase that to say, ‘the strength of your loving can be measured by the strength of your giving’. In other words, if you are not giving your finances to God you do not really love Him. That might sound harsh, but it is true. If you love Him, you will trust Him with your finances. Amen.
