Fiery Words
Touching the Tongue

In Mark 7:32-33 we see that Jesus was asked to lay hands on a man who was deaf and dumb. But Jesus spat and touched the man’s tongue and freed his speech. 

32And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they beseech him to put his hand upon him.
33And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue;
34And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha,
35And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain.
There are many who need Jesus to touch their tongues today so that their words would be freed. For most of us the tongue is our biggest enemy – it causing all kinds of problems.  

Whose Fire?
In Acts 2:1-4 we read:

1¶ And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
At Pentecost the first thing that the Holy Spirit influenced was the speech of the disciples. The fire signified cleansing. The disciples then spoke as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance. In Isaiah 6:5-7 Isaiah called to God saying that he was a man of unclean lips. 
5¶ Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.
6Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:
7And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.
We see that an angel brought a coal to Isaiah’s lips to set his tongue signifying a cleansing of Isaiah’s tongue. God wants to cleanse our tongues also. God wants our tongue and the devil wants our tongue. In Proverbs 16:27 we read: 

27¶ An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire.

This fire comes from the devil. But why would God and the devil be so concerned about our words? The answer is found in Proverbs 18:20-21:

20¶ A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled.
21¶ Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.
These verses shows us that our words are spiritual and that they produce death or life, and both the devil and God know their significance better than we do. That is why the devil and God will try to influence our words.

The devil is like an arsonist who wants to set our tongues on fire with an ungodly fire; a destructive fire. But God wants to set our tongues on fire with a Godly fire; a constructive, productive fire. 
Fire in the Tongue

James 3:2-8 talks about the tongue being like a bit placed in a horse’s mouth; or a small rudder on a large ship; or a small spark which can cause a great fire. 
2For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 
3Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body. 
4Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. 
5Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 
6And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 
7For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 
8But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.
Even small sparks can produce devastating fires. We only have to loo at how the Great Fire of London and the Great Chicago Fire were started. 
The Great Fire of London 

The Great Fire of London started on Sunday 2 September 1666 and stopped on Wednesday 5 September 1666. The fire was very destructive consuming 13,200 houses, 87 churches. The number of dead is not officially known as only a few deaths of the rich were officially recorded; deaths of the poor and homeless were not recorded.    

The fire started at a bakery in Pudding Lane shortly after midnight on Sunday 2 September when a small oven light set the bakery ablaze and quickly spread through the neighbouring wooden houses. 
The Great Chicago Fire
The Great Chicago Fire burned from Sunday 8 October to Tuesday 10 October 1871 killing hundreds of people and destroying about four square miles of property. The fire started about 9p.m. on Sunday 8 October in or around a small shed that bordered an ally behind 137 DeKoven Street. 

The traditional story is that the fire started when a cow kicked over a lantern. However, in 1893 the reporter who created the story admitted that he had made it up. Nevertheless, the fire was started by a small flame. 

Forest Fires

There have been many fires in California and Australia recently caused by small matches but producing devastation. 

Satan’s Fire

We can not speak satan’s words and get God’s results! Satan will always try to influence our words, but how? How does Satan influence people and set their tongues on fire? The answer is found in 2 Corinthians 10:3-5:

3For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 
5Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

These verses are often quoted referring to the subject of spiritual warfare and fighting demonic powers which have a stronghold over nations, geographical areas or cities. But is that what these verses really say? Let us look at Ephesians 6:12 to find out:
12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Again, this verse is often used to support the claims made that we are in a battle with demons. Because the phrase, “in high places” is used many Christians wrongly believe that the higher they get the more effective their prayer is. I have even heard stories of well-meaning Christians hiring aeroplanes to ‘do’ spiritual warfare. Jesus said, in Matthew 18:19: 

19Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.
Notice that Jesus said, “…shall agree on earth”. That means that you don’t have to fly in a plane or climb the highest mountain or stand on top of the highest building for your prayer to be effective. You just need to be in faith.  

The Apostle Paul was not teaching that spiritual warfare can only be done by climbing high. He did not put in to practice anything like that at all, ever! In fact, when the Apostle Paul went to Ephesus, one of the most ungodly cities in the world at that time he did not pray at all; he spent his time preaching the Gospel and seeing many come to salvation (Acts 19). 
I believe that if we encounter an evil spirit we simply cast it out in Jesus name. I have cast out many evil spirits in Jesus name and they have all left!   
The Warfare is in Our Thinking
When you read 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 you will see that the warfare is referring to the thoughts that we have. When those thoughts are meditated upon and considered they will influence our words. 
Maybe somebody has told you something negative, something worrying or something hurtful; your mind thinks what to do and eventually you end up giving voice to those thoughts. Do you see what has happened? Those thoughts that you have dwelt on have been given life by speaking words. We can see a perfect illustration of thoughts being implanted by the devil in John 13:2: 
2And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;
The devil put the thought of betrayal into Judas Iscariot’s mind. What he did with the thought changed history! He dwelt upon it and thought about the money he could make. Then we read in John 13:27: 
27And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.
Satan did not enter straight away; he couldn’t because there was no access but when access was given he could enter in. Wrong, negative thoughts are doorways to danger. Likewise, if the devil puts a thought in your mind to sin and you dwell upon that thought and commit the sin it is a doorway to danger. Repetitive sinning will open a doorway to a demon. 

Satan’s Fiery Darts
Now let us look closer at the warfare we are in. Ephesians 6:11-17:
11Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
13Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
14Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 
15And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
16Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
18Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
In verse 16 we see that the devil is shooting fiery darts at us. He is shooting them at our minds, our thinking. Those darts are wrong thoughts that he wants us to dwell on, so that they will become words and give life to the thoughts. That is why Paul tells us to use our shields and put on our helmets. Faith and the truth of our salvation will arm us against any negative thought the devil might try to shoot our way.  
Water quenches fire, and Paul tells us to use the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. In Ephesians 5:25-26 we read:

25Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
26That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  
These verses refer to a husband loving his wife and cleansing her with the word. The word of God will wash away the fiery darts so that they will not give rise to fiery words. In Psalm 39:1-3 we read:

1¶ To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David. I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me.
2I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and my sorrow was stirred.
3My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue,
David is saying here that we can sin with our words but if you don’t speak you don’t sin. Verse 3 tells us that if we meditate on the negative thoughts our hearts will be hot, because of the devil’s fiery darts, and we will eventually speak out those negative sinful words. We could say it this way, “Evil thoughts will ignite evil words”. 
Whose fire is burning inside you – fire from Heaven or fire from Hell? 
The good news is that we can overcome and that we are overcomers. Psalm 45:1 says: 
1¶ To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for the sons of Korah, Maschil, A Song of loves. My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.
Notice that your tongue is a pen and will create just as a pen will create a book. What are you writing with the pen of your tongue? 
If I could be a fly on the wall of your house and listen to your words for a few hours I could tell you exactly where your life was going. Not because I am a prophet (I am not) but because your words create your future. 
Your tongue can be your greatest friend or your worst enemy. It is up to you how you use it. Jesus told about the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31. The rich man died and was tormented in hell. One of his torments was the fire on his tongue. In Luke 16:24 we read:
24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.
The fact is though that you don’t have to be in the fire of hell to have your tongue affected by the fire of hell!

Death or Life
Proverbs 18:21 is one of the most important verses in the entire Bible:
21¶ Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.
There are millions of people around this world who know that verse to be true. It is talking about physical and spiritual. As Christians we have spoken words of confession to be born again into the family of God. Romans 10:9-10: 
9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
By confessing Jesus as Lord we have eternal salvation. If the greatest of all miracles can be achieved by our words then I believe that all miracles can be achieved by the power of our words. Amen. 
